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John M. Finnis has taught law and philosophy at the 
University of Oxford since 1966 and has been the Professor of 
Law and Legal Philosophy there since 1989. He has also been 
the Biolchini Family Professor of Law at Notre Dame Law 
School since 1995 and an adjunct professor in Notre Dame’s 
philosophy department. In 1993-94, he was the Huber Distin-
guished Visiting Professor of Law at Boston College. In 
1976-78, on temporary assignment from Oxford, he was 

professor of law at the University of Malawi (Africa), and in 1965-66, 
he was an associate in law at the University of California at Berkeley. 
Finnis received his LL.B. from Adelaide University (Australia) in 1961 
and his doctorate from Oxford University as a Rhodes Scholar in 1965. He 
has practiced as a member of the English bar and is a Fellow of the 
British Academy. He is widely known for his work in constitutional law, 
philosophy, and moral, political, and legal theory.
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The John Dewey Lecture in the Philosophy of Law

> 

Does Free Exercise of 
Religion Deserve 
Constitutional Mention? 
John M. Finnis, Professor of 
Law and Legal Philosophy, 
University of Oxford
The John Dewey Lecture in the Philosophy of Law is named in honor of John Dewey, 
American philosopher, educator, and scholar. A proponent of legal realism, Dewey’s 
philosophy of pragmatism related his conception of a moral life to a variety of contemporary 
social, economic, and political issues. Dewey lived from 1859 to 1952 and spent one year 
as a professor of philosophy at the University of Minnesota. The John Dewey lecture is 
funded by a grant from the John Dewey Foundation and is sponsored by the University of 
Minnesota Law School to provide a forum for significant scholarly contributions to the 
development of jurisprudence.


