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229 19th Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN 55455-0444 

Law and Language: 
How Words Mislead Us
Tuesday, April 7, 2009; 3:30 p.m..
Room 25, Law School
Reception to follow in the Lindquist & 
Vennum Conference Room, Law School 
Please RSVP to Cheryl Casey, (612) 625-4544 
or lawevent@umn.edu
One CLE credit has been requested

Brian Bix teaches jurisprudence, family law, and contract law. 
He joined the faculty in 2001 and holds a joint appointment with 
the Department of Philosophy. In 1991-93, he was the Lecturer 
in Jurisprudence and Legal Reasoning at King’s College, Univer-
sity of London. He taught at Quinnipiac University School of 
Law in 1995-2001 and was a visiting professor at Georgetown 
University Law Center in the spring of 2000 and at George 
Washington University Law School in the fall of 1999. 

Professor Bix received his B.A. from Washington University, St. Louis, in 
1983; his J.D. from Harvard Law School in 1986; and his doctorate from 
Balliol College, Oxford University, in 1991. He clerked for Justice Benjamin 
Kaplan at the Massachusetts Appeals Court (1993-95), for Judge Stephen 
Reinhardt, Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals (1987-88), and Justice Alan 
Handler, New Jersey Supreme Court (1986-87). He is a member of the 
American Law Institute.
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The Frederick W. Thomas Chair for the Interdisciplinary Study of Law and Language Lecture
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Law and Language: 
How Words Mislead Us 
Brian Bix, Professor of Law 
and Philosophy, University 
of Minnesota
The Frederick W. Thomas Chair for the Interdisciplinary 
Study of Law and Language was established through 
the generosity of the O’Connor & Hannan law firm 
and the friends and colleagues of Frederick W. Thomas. 
During his 49 years in the practice of law and 29 years 
with O’Connor & Hannan, Mr. Thomas was well known 
for his expertise in the field of law and is especially 
remembered for his love of language. The purpose of the 
Frederick W. Thomas Chair, which serves both the Law 
School and the College of Liberal Arts, is to promote 
interdisciplinary teaching and scholarship as it pertains 
to the relationship between law and language. It is 
awarded to scholars with a national reputation in law 
and disciplines in the liberal arts.


