








Alumni Perspective

Alumni Receptions

Anchorage: February 29, 2008

The Honorable Peter Michalski ('71), Dean Fred
Morrison, host Matthew Peterson ('79), and Marilyn
May ('84) at a reception generously hosted by Clapp,
Peterson, Van Flein, Tiemessen & Thorsness

Chicago: March 12, 2008

Left: Patrick Stura ('05), host Ross Docksey ('81), and
Dean Fred Morrison at a reception generously hosted
by Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal LLP

Right: Hosts Ethan Rii ('02) and Mark Hanover ('93)

Timothy M. Kelley

was elected a shareholder
o at Leonard, Street and

Deinard PA.

Theodore A. Kittila has joined Morris Nichols
Arsht & Tunnell LLP. Previously, he was an associate
with Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker LLP in New
York City.

-
"

Elizabeth A. Larsen
was elected a shareholder
at Leonard, Street and

Deinard PA.

Ryan Nilsen was named a 2008 Up and Coming
Attorney by Minnesota Lawyer.

Tara C. Norgard was named a partner at Carlson,
(aspers, Vandenburgh & Lindquist.
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Jill R. Radloff was elected a
| shareholder at Leonard, Street
and Deinard PA.

Christopher Stall was
elected a shareholder at Moss
& Barnett PA.

Ryan M. Vandewiele
i- was elected a shareholder
at Leonard, Street and

Deinard PA.

2001

Benjamin Butler was named a 2008 Up and
Coming Attorney by Minnesota Lawyer.
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Saleh M. Nobani has joined Arab Bank Group as
legal counsel.

Mike Skoglund has accepted a position in the law
department at Cargill Inc.

2002

Marisa Hesse, a standout basketball player as an
undergraduate at Austin College, is returning to the
school as an assistant coach for the women’s
basketball team.

Saumil S. Mehta has joined Kirkland & Ellis LLP,
where he will focus on intellectual property and
technology issues that arise in mergers, acquisitions,
private equity and venture capital financing, and
other forms of corporate and financing transactions.

Brittney L. Turner has joined the business litiga-
tion team at Parsinen Kaplan Rosberg & Gotlieb.

2003

Kathleen Austin was named a 2008 Up and
Coming Attorney by Minnesota Lawyer.

Melanie Kleiss Boerger accepted a position as a
fellow and staff attorney with the Institute for
Public Representation at the Georgetown University
Law Center. Previously, she was a clerk for Ninth
Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals Judge Robert R. Beezer.
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Rachel Hughey was named a 2008 Up and Coming
Attorney by Minnesota Lawyer.

Kristi A. Nielsen is an Assistant County Attorney
for Wadena County, Minnesota.

Joseph Anthony Rotondi is a Republican candi-
date for District 56B of the Minnesota House of
Representatives, with a focus on stemming the tide
of state government and maximizing individual
freedom and free markets.

Todd S. Werner has joined Carlson, Caspers,
Vandenburgh & Lindquist in its new pharmaceutical
practice.

2004

Lori A. Buchheim and Chad
Luze recently became
engaged. She is employed
with Quarnstrom & Doering PA.

Jeffrey C. DeBruin joined the corporate and secu-
rities group at DLA Piper.

Intesar A. Elder recently joined Butzel Long at its
Bloomfield Hills office, focusing on real estate law,
corporate law, and banking. Previously, she was
assistant vice president and associate counsel for
Comerica Bank.

Daniel J. Herber has joined
Faegre & Benson LLP, where
he will practice environ-
mental and agribusiness litigation.

.
vy

— Laura E. Meyer joined
Faegre & Benson LLP in its
finance and restructuring
practice. She advises banks and other organizations
on issues related to regulatory compliance and legal
matters affecting financial products and services.

y

.
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2005

Anne L. Bjerken has been
named a 2008 Up and Coming
Attorney by Minnesota
Lawyer. She is an associate in the trust, estate, and
charitable planning group at Gray Plant Mooty,
Minneapolis.

Katharine Woomer Deters was named the 2007
Outstanding Victim Advocate by the North Carolina
Advocate Network. She is an attorney with Legal Aid
of North Carolina.

Collette Adkins Giese joined
Faegre & Benson LLP, where
she will focus on regulatory
litigation, particularly environmental matters.

Justin Meyer has joined U.S. Bank as an estate tax
administrator in its national office in St. Louis.

Sarah Ruter was named a 2008 Up and Coming
Attorney by Minnesota Lawyer.

Margaux Coady Soeffker recently joined Walling,
Berg & Debele PA, where she practices family law.
She and Reed Soeffker were married at a private
ceremony in January and reside in Plymouth,
Minnesota, with their two dogs.

Julian Zegelman recently joined Hoge Fenton
Jones & Appel Inc. and will practice in the business
and tax and intellectual property groups.

2006

lan Alexander has accepted an assignment as
deputy director at the 2008 Republican National
Convention.

Nicola K. Kieves has joined Excelsior Energy as
counsel, focusing on local, state, and federal legisla-
tive affairs; requlatory work before the Public
Utilities Commission; and the company’s policy on
carbon capture and sequestration.

Bryan J. Lazarski recently joined Greenberg Traurig
LLP in its labor and employment department.
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Ivory L. Ruud recently joined Thomsen & Nybeck
PA and will focus on estate planning, real estate law,
business law, and taxation.

John L. Steele founded Steele Law Firm LLC, a
boutique Chicago-area firm that focuses on estate
planning and family law.

Amy S. York has joined Nichols Kaster & Anderson
PLLP in Minneapolis, where she practices plaintiff-
side employment law.

2007

Scott J. Bukstein joined
Faegre & Benson LLP, where
he practices corporate trans-
actional matters, including public and private
mergers and acquisitions, corporate finance and
securities, and general corporate counseling.

Joshua Colburn joined
Faegre & Benson LLP,
where he will focus his
practice on corporate law.

Calvin Ding has joined
Baker & Daniels LLP as an
associate lawyer and
practices international law.

Monica M. Downs joined
Faegre & Benson LLP.

Christopher Grecian accepted a position as an
associate with Foley & Mansfield PLLP. He will
practice in the commercial litigation and product
liability groups.
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Joshua M. Greenfield has joined Riker Danzig
Scherer Hyland & Perretti LLP in its real estate group.

Sarah A. Horstmann has joined Maslon Edelman
Borman & Brand LLP as an associate in its litigation

group.

Tara M. Iversen has joined Oppenheimer Wolff &
Donnelly LLP as a new associate.

Peihuan B. Kao has been appointed by the
Taiwanese government to serve as the legal advisor
to the Permanent Mission of Taiwan to the World
Trade Organization in Geneva, Switzerland.

Annie 0'Neill joined Faegre
&Benson LLP.

Danforth v, Minnesota

Irina Palchuk joined Faegre
&Benson LLP.

Amanda B. Parker joined Briggs and Morgan,
where she practices franchising, financing, general
commercial and corporate law, and corporate
restructuring.

Ajmel Quereshi has received a Skadden Fellowship
for his public-interest work at the ACLU of Maryland

to combat initiatives depriving undocumented

immigrants of social services and job opportunities.

Lindsey D. Saunders recently became a member
of Briggs and Morgan'’s trade requlation section,
where she primarily practices trade regulation and
intellectual property law.

~ Patrick Diamond ('86) (left) and
Benjamin Butler (‘'01) shared their
U.S. Supreme Court case experience
with the Law School.

On March 11, Deputy Hennepin County Attorney Patrick Diamond (‘86) and Assistant State Public
Defender Benjamin Butler (‘01) returned to the Law School to present the opposing sides of a case they
had argued before the U.S. Supreme Court in October. It involved the appeal of a man convicted in 1996
of first-degree criminal sexual conduct against a 6-year-old boy, whose testimony was presented via
videotape. In 2004, the U.S. Supreme Court placed restrictions on out-of-court statements. State courts
differ on whether federal rules on retroactivity must be followed. Diamond contended that all states
should go by the same federal rule. Butler cited the right of the accused to cross-examine the accuser.
On Feb. 21, 2008, the U.S. Supreme court ruled that states may apply its 2004 ruling retroactively.
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Zeviel T. Simpser joined Briggs and Morgan in its
business litigation section and energy law group,
where he practices energy law and litigation, and
business litigation.

Marie van Uitert has joined Oppenheimer Wolff &
Donnelly LLP as a new associate.

Denis Volkov has accepted a position as an asso-
ciate with McNair Attorneys in its Charlotte office.

Excellence in Legal Education luncheon with Arthur
Miller, made possible by the Jim and Sharon Hale
Excellence in Legal Education fund. Left to right, back
row: Tom King ('65), James Hale ('65), Jack Windhort
('65), NYU University Professor Arthur Miller,

Law School Professor Emeritus John Cound, Jon
Albrightson ('65). Front row: Kent Gernander ('66),
Tom Macintosh ('65), Barry Lazarus ('65),

Bill Beadie ('65).
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2In Memoriam

ALUMNI TRIBUTES

Henry Northrup Somsen
CLASS OF 1934

Henry Northrup Somsen, formerly of
New Ulm, died Jan. 22, 2008, at Charter
House in Rochester, Minn. He was 98.

A dedicated supporter of the Law School,
Somsen served terms on both the Law
School’s Board of Visitors and the Law
Alumni Association Board of Directors.

In addition to giving his time and energy
to the Law School, he was a generous
supporter of the Partners in Excellence
Annual Fund. Somsen received a B.A.
from the College of Liberal Arts in 1932
and a J.D. from the Law School in 1934.

The son of Henry N. Somsen Sr. and Meta
(Koch) Somsen, Somsen was born at his
parents’home in New Ulm on Aug. 12,
1909. His first job came at age 16, at the
automobile service garage across the
street from his home. He graduated from
New Ulm High School and attended
Shattuck School in Faribault before
entering the University, where he was a
member of Psi Upsilon. He married Anne
Elizabeth Duncan Sept. 12, 1936, in
Encino, Calif. Somsen joined the Army Air
Force as a Private during World War I,
and was eventually honorably discharged
with the rank of Captain. He served as
secretary to U.S. Senator Joe Ball of
Minnesota for three years prior to
returning to New Ulm to join his father's
law practice.

Although he had a long career in the law,
Somsen was also a well-known out-
doorsman and conservationist who
enjoyed fishing on Minnesota lakes. He
was an avid duck hunter, especially at
Swan Lake near New Ulm and at Rock
Lake near Detroit Lakes. He had a lifelong
interest in preserving wetlands and
acquiring parks for Minnesota, and many
individuals as well as organizations
benefited from his generosity.

In their 50 years together, the Somsens

traveled to six continents. Anne died
June 14, 1987. Somsen is survived by his
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daughter Anne Somsen of New York, NY;
son Stephen Duncan Somsen of
Edmonds, Washington; grandchildren
Sara Diel, Brendan Huhn, Vanessa
Cooney, Kelsey Somsen, and Jay Somsen;
and great grandchildren Duncan Diel and
Grace Diel.

The Law School is grateful to Somsen for
his service and generosity and for
setting an example through his enduring
contributions to his community and
Minnesota.

Frederick L. Thorson

CLASS OF 1943

Frederick L. Thorson died March 15,
2008, in Minneapolis, at age 89 after bat-
tling Parkinson's disease for many years.
Thorson, born in Minneapolis in 1918,
was a self-described “city boy.” He
received his bachelor of law in 1941 and
his J.D. in 1943. He joined the Army at the
beginning of World War Il and served
until he suffered a collapsed lung. He
worked for Minneapolis Abstract
Company (later Minnesota Title), where
his outstanding work in real estate title
examination brought him to the atten-
tion of Robert Crounse (‘16). Thorson
joined Mackall, Crounse & Moore in 1950,
when the firm had only 11 members, and
Crounse became Thorson’s mentor.

Thorson developed into a mentor him-
self, and was regarded as the “dean of
real estate specialists.” In his distin-
guished career he chaired the Minnesota
State Bar Association Real Estate Section,
Minnesota Title Standards Committee,
and Hennepin County Bar Association
and created the Annual Institute on Real
Estate Law.

In 2003 Thorson expressed his support
for current law students and his gratitude
to Mackall, Crounse & Moore by estab-
lishing a scholarship in the firm’s name at
the Law School. At the time, Thorson
recalled that “It gets so tough sometimes,
working your way through school,”and
he was delighted to be able to assist law
students with their education. Initially
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intending to make his gift anonymously,
Thorson was persuaded that by sharing
his name his gift would help to inspire
others. The Mackall, Crounse & Moore
Scholarship benefits high-achieving stu-
dents with financial need.

Thorson was a longtime supporter of
Courage Center, where he served as
president, and Hennepin Avenue United
Methodist Church, where he served as a
trustee and member of the foundation
board. He contributed the church’s
chapel organ in honor of Robert Crounse.
At the time of his gift to the Law School,
he referred to his participation in
Republican politics as an all-consuming
passion and “great sport.”

The Law School is proud of Thorson'’s
exemplary career in the law and grateful
for his generosity to current and future
students.

C. Blaine Harstad
CLASS OF 1956

C. Blaine Harstad passed away at his
home in Minneapolis on April 19, 2008,
after a brave fight with chronic obstruc-
tion pulmonary disease. Born at home on
a farm near Harmony, Minn., on Dec. 27,
1928, he attended a one-room school in
Fillmore County and Harmony High
School. He attended Luther College at
Decorah, lowa, graduating in 1948.
Harstad taught high school in Granite
Falls before a stint as a radio announcer,
disc jockey, and “everything else” at radio
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IN MEMORIAM continued from page 55

station KTRF in Thief River Falls. He was a
sergeant in the U.S. Army-Signal Corps
during the Korean Conflict, stationed in
Washington, Georgia, and California.
After his service he returned to radio at
WEAU in Eau Claire, Wisconsin. He
attended the Law School with benefits
from the GI Bill and graduated in 1956
after having served as president of the
Minnesota Law Review.

He began his career with Mackall,
Crounse & Moore. He later formed
MacLaughlin & Harstad (formerly
MacLaughlin & Mondale) and the
Minneapolis law firm of Harstad and
Rainbow. In 1991, that firm merged into
Gray Plant Mooty, where he practiced law
until his death.

Harstad served on the Law Alumni
Association Board of Directors, was a
class representative, and was a supporter
of the Partners in Excellence Annual Fund
and various endowed funds at the Law
School. He was also a founding member
of the Minnesota Law Review Alumni
Advisory Board. In addition to his service
to the Law School, Harstad served as
president of the Hennepin County Bar
Association and the Hennepin County
Historical Society; as a trustee of the
Vesterheim Norwegian-American
Museum in Decorah, lowa; and in leader-
ship roles in many other organizations.
He was a member of Central Lutheran
Church.

Harstad is survived by his wife of 46
years, Karyne Quast Harstad, two daugh-
ters—Margaret Marie Harstad (Hans Peter
Johnson, i.e.“Hansi”) of Carlton, Minn.,
and Kathryn Kristin Harstad (Mike
Elggren) of Salt Lake City, Utah— and
many other family members and friends.

Harstad will be remembered as a great
father, husband, and friend. The Law
School is proud of his successful life, and
we will miss his leadership, service, and
wonderful sense of humor.
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CLASS OF 1942
Frank T. Knox

Feb. 7, 2007
Fargo, ND

CLASS OF 1954
Thomas E. Wolf

March 24, 2007
Rochester, Minn.

CLASS OF 1961
William F. Brooks, Jr.
January 2, 2008
Minneapolis, Minn.

CLASS OF 1988
Sarah J. Armstrong
Dec. 24, 2007

Kenai Peninsula, AK

If you would like to contribute to the

C. Blaine Harstad Scholarship Fund, the
Mackall, Crounse & Moore Scholarship, or
other scholarships, contact Scotty Mann
at the University of Minnesota Law
School, Development Office, 229 19th
Ave. So, Mpls, MN 55455; (612) 626-5899;
or smann@umn.edu.
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Duncan E. Haynes, age 74, died

Oct. 26, 2007, at his home near Calistoga,
Calif. He taught tax law at the Law School
from 1967 to 1970, then returned to a law
practice in San Francisco, his beloved
Napa Valley, and a vineyard he had
started in the 60s. In 1983, he and his
wife, Pat, founded Whitford Cellars, which
produced award-winning wines. He is
survived by his wife of 52 years; three
children, Barney and Geoffrey Haynes
and Lori Bode; and four grandchildren.

Stephen Elmer Gottschalk, an adjunct
professor who taught Introduction to
Employee Benefits at the Law School,
died March 6, 2008, at age 60. He gradu-
ated from Valparaiso University School
of Law and was a partner at Dorsey &
Whitney for 31 years. Among the
numerous recipients of his volunteer
work are Habitat for Humanity of
Minnesota and AMICUS. He is survived
by his wife, Lorilyn; children Andrew,
Stephanie, Lorissa, and Michael; five
grandchildren; his parents; two brothers;
and a sister.
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Partners in Excellence

EVERY GIFT.COUNTS!

The Law School's Partners in Excellence Annual Fund
forms the backbone of support for the Law School.

The Annual Fund strengthens the Law School's existing programs and
provides the deans with flexibility to pursue important new initiatives.
Your gift to the Annual Fund:

= Funds scholarships for students who might otherwise be unable to attend
the Law School

= Provides resources for Lhe Clinics

= Strengthens the Law Library

= Aftracts and retains top-notch faculty

= Funds journals, conferences, and symposia

A strong Annual Fund ensures thal today’s students receive an excellent legal
education and helps to preserve and enhance the value of a Law School degree,

All gifts to the Law School are important, and your participation sends

a strong message that our graduates value Lheir Law School. Law school
rankings are affected by alumni giving rates, and strong alumni participation
helps to recruit the best students and faculty.

To make a gift to the Law School

visit www.law.umn.edu/alumni/support.html or call Anita C. Foster at 612-626-5363.

Your participation w crbcal, Plomse male a gl today!
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