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Thomas F. Cotter’s principal teaching and research 
interests are domestic and international intellectual property law, 
unfair competition, antitrust, and law and economics. In July 
2007, he was awarded the two-year Solly Robins Distinguished 
Research Fellowship.

Professor Cotter joined the Law School faculty in 2006. In 
2005-06, he was a professor at Washington and Lee University 

School of Law. From 1994-2005, he taught at the University of Florida 
College of Law, where he held a University of Florida Research Foundation 
professorship and directed the school’s Intellectual Property Law Program. 
He practiced law at Cravath, Swaine & Moore in New York City (1988-90) 
and at Jenner & Block in Chicago (1990-94). 

Professor Cotter received his B.S. and M.S. degrees in economics from 
the University of Wisconsin-Madison, and his J.D., in 1987, from the 
University of Wisconsin Law School. He has authored or coauthored more 
than 30 scholarly publications, including Intellectual Property: Economic and 
Legal Dimensions of Rights and Remedies (with Roger D. Blair), published by 
Cambridge University Press in 2005.
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With a strong regional presence and a substantial national practice, Briggs and Morgan 
is a leading business law and trial law firm with more than 150 attorneys and offices in 
St. Paul and Minneapolis. Since 1882, the firm has helped many of Minnesota’s leading 
corporations achieve growth and success. Its diverse client base includes multinational 
corporations, mid-size and small businesses, government agencies, and individuals. 
Internationally, Briggs and Morgan is a founding member of Lex Mundi, a global 
association of more than 135 independent law firms in 63 countries, established in 1989 
to improve the ability to serve the needs of individual clients in a global marketplace.


