
TAMPA REGION 
 

The Tampa region has two central cities, Saint Petersburg and Tampa. Neighborhood change is 
commonplace in the region and heavily oriented towards decline, particularly in Tampa itself, where 
over 41 percent of residents live in an area that has experienced strong change.  

Metrowide, 785,000 people, or 27 percent of the overall population, lives in a strongly declining 
neighborhood. These areas have seen their population in poverty grow 64 percent since 2000, even 
while their overall population has shrunk. They have also experienced racial transition, losing 98,000 
white residents while gaining 87,000 residents of color, most of whom are Hispanic. Decline is scattered 
heavily throughout the region, with the exception of the downtown areas of both central cities. 

Although far less common, there is also some economic expansion and growth in the region. About 7 
percent of residents live in an area that has undergone strong economic expansion since 2000. These 
areas have primarily experienced population growth across the income spectrum, with an enormous 
population increase of 97 percent in a decade. However, there is one significant pocket of displacement, 
stretching from downtown Saint Petersburg to the Kenwood neighborhood on its western border. 
 

 

Regional Total Population:         2,927,714 

Regional Low-Income Population:       1,025,946  

Regional Nonwhite Population:        1,023,564 

 

Central City Population:        618,486 

Central City Low-Income Population:        288,780 

Central City Nonwhite Population:        235,846  

 

NET DISPLACEMENT (Low-Income Change in Tracts with Strong Expansion, 2000-2016) 

Central City:         No net displacement (+48)  

Suburbs:        No net displacement (+14,155) 

 

NET CONCENTRATION (Low-Income Change in Tracts with Strong Decline, 2000-2016) 

Central City:           25,587  

Suburbs:          92,611 
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